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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 1 1/17/03 has 
been considered by the examiner. 



Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Page 3, line 27, " card interface 65 " should be changed to - - card 

interface 32 - -. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3-13, 15, 17-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eisenberg et al. (US 6,452,694) in view of Otsuki (US 



2004/0212658). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Eisenberg '694 discloses an image printing system (fig. 
1), comprising: 

a graphics application (software application program, col. 2, line 50) 
executable by a processor (12, fig. 1), the graphics application adapted to print 
image graphics data in a print area of a media object (the design of text and/or 
graphic imagery on printed articles such as flag or tab media, see col. 2, lines 44- 
46), 

Eisenberg '694 does not disclose the graphics application adapted to print 
image notation data to an extension area of the media object. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the 
art as evidenced by Otsuki '658. In particular, Otsuki '658 teaches the graphics 
application adapted to print image notation data to an extension area of the 
media object (i.e., printing can be performed on the printing medium in portions 
running out from an intended location, on the basis of an image set outside of the 
printing medium; see page 5, paragraph [0080], fig. 6). 

In view of the above, having the system of Eisenberg '694 and then given 
the well-established teaching of Otsuki '658, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
system of Eisenberg '694 as taught by Otsuki '658, since Otsuki '658 stated on 
page 1 , paragraph [0004] that such a modification would attempt to record an 
image up to the upper and lower edges of printer paper without margins. 
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Regarding claim 3, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, wherein the 
extension area (i.e., the tab media represent an extension of the flag media; see 
col. 2, line 59) of the media object comprises a perforated tab (the tab media 
conforms substantially to conventional perforated tab sheets, col. 3, lines 3-5). 

Regarding claim 4, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, wherein the 
image notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, sequence, or 
identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) comprises meta-data extracted from a header 
associated with the image graphics data (i.e., window 70 may include a window 
header 74 that provides information identifying the application program and/or a 
file associated with the article in design area 72 or a set of articles carried by a 
print sheet; see col. 11, lines 16-20, fig. 12). 

Regarding claim 5, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, wherein the 
image notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, sequence, or 
identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) comprises user-provided data received from a 
user via an input device (Input devices 16 include input media for entry of user 
input, col. 6, lines 54-55, fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 6, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, wherein the 
graphics application is disposed in at least one of the group consisting of a 
scanner, a copier, a printer, and a computer (a software application program 
executed in a general purpose computing system, col. 2, lines 50-51, fig. 1). 
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Regarding claim 7, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, wherein the 
graphics application (application program code, col. 6, line 65) is adapted to 
extract the image notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, 
sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) from image meta-data (i.e., the 
graphic objects may take the form of colored bands, borders, or other colored 
indicia applied to the printed article for visible distinctiveness; see col. 7, lines 25- 
40). 

Regarding claim 8, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, wherein the 
graphics application is adapted to parse (i.e., the flag or tab media are useful in 
marking and indexing applications; col. 3, lines 3-5) at least one field of image 
meta-data to identify the notation data (i.e., the incorporation of particular text 
and/or graphic objects on the flag or tab media can enhance the desired 
communicative and organizational effects of the flag or tab media, conveying 
information indicative of order, sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 7-10). 

Regarding claim 9, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, wherein the 
graphics application (application program code, col. 6, line 65) is adapted to 
display to a user for selection as the notation data (i.e., conveying information 
indicative of order, sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) at least one 
field of parsed image meta-data (i.e., the graphic objects may take the form of 
colored bands, borders, or other colored indicia applied to the printed article for 
visible distinctiveness; see col. 7, lines 25-40). 
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Regarding claim 10, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, wherein the 
graphics application (application program code, col. 6, line 65) is adapted to 
receive from a user a selection of at least one field of parsed image meta-data 
(i.e., the graphic objects may take the form of colored bands, borders, or other 
colored indicia applied to the printed article for visible distinctiveness; see col. 7, 
lines 25-40) as the notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, 
sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5). 

Regarding claim 11, Eisenberg '694 discloses an image printing method, 
comprising: 

receiving image graphics data (user input is received in the form of text 
and/or graphic object data, col. 14, lines 49-50); 

identifying (a window header 74 that provides information identifying the 
application program, col. 11, lines 17-18), via a graphics application, image 
notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, sequence, or 
identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) associated with the image graphics data (a file 
associated with the article in design area 72 or a set of articles carried by a print 
sheet, col. 11, lines 18-20); 

printing, via the graphics application (application program code, col. 6, line 
65), the image graphics data to a print area of a media object (i.e., printed 
articles such as flag or tab media can be printed with text and/or graphic objects 
specified by a user; see Abstract); 
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Eisenberg '694 does not disclose printing, via the graphics application, the 
image notation data to an extension area of the media object. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the 
art as evidenced by Otsuki '658. In particular, Otsuki '658 teaches printing, via 
the graphics application, the image notation data to an extension area of the 
media object (i.e., printing can be performed on the printing medium in portions 
running out from an intended location, on the basis of an image set outside of the 
printing medium; see page 5, paragraph [0080], fig. 6). 

In view of the above, having the system of Eisenberg '694 and then given 
the well-established teaching of Otsuki '658, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
system of Eisenberg '694 as taught by Otsuki '658, since Otsuki '658 stated on 
page 1, paragraph [0004] that such a modification would attempt to record an 
image up to the upper and lower edges of printer paper without margins. 

Regarding claim 12, Eisenberg '694 discloses the method, wherein 
identifying image notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, 
sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) comprises extracting the image 
notation data from a header associated with the image graphics data (i.e., a 
window header 74 that provides information identifying the application program 
and/or a file associated with the article in design area 72 or a set of articles 
carried by a print sheet; see col. 1 1 , lines 16-20, fig. 12). 
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Regarding claim 13, Eisenberg '694 discloses the method, wherein 
identifying image notation data (information identifying the application program, 
col. 11, line 17) comprises receiving user-provided image notation data (a user 
input area 78 is defined for entry of text and/or graphic objects by the end user, 
col. 11, lines 25-27). 

Regarding claim 15, Eisenberg '694 discloses the method, wherein 
printing the image notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, 
sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) comprises printing the image 
notation data (The arrangement of the flag or tab media on the print sheet 
necessitates design and printing of the objects in particular areas, col. 3, lines 
1 1-13) to a perforated tab of the media object (i.e., tabs 22 may be integrally 
formed with print sheet 34 and defined by perforations for detachment and 
insertion into tab holders or sleeves associated with a file folder. Print sheet 34 is 
fed through printer 20 to print text and/or graphic objects on tabs 22, col. 3, lines 
3-5). 

Regarding claim 17, Eisenberg '694 discloses the method, wherein 
identifying image notation data (identifying the application program, col. 11, line 
17) comprises parsing at least one field of image meta-data (i.e., the graphic 
objects may take the form of colored bands, borders, or other colored indicia 
applied to the printed article for visible distinctiveness; see col. 7, lines 25-40). 
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Regarding claim 18, Eisenberg '694 discloses the method, further 
comprising presenting to a user for selection (i.e., the user carries out the browse 
function to select a particular file representative of an object to be inserted into 
area 78; see col. 11, lines 48-49, fig. 12) as the notation data (i.e., conveying 
information indicative of order, sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) at 
least one field of parsed image meta-data (i.e., the graphic objects may take the 
form of colored bands, borders, or other colored indicia applied to the printed 
article for visible distinctiveness; see col. 7, lines 25-40). 

Regarding claim 19, Eisenberg '694 discloses the method, further 
comprising receiving a selection from a user (i.e., the user carries out the browse 
function to select a particular file representative of an object to be inserted into 
area 78; see col. 1 1 , lines 48-49, fig. 12) of at least one field of parsed image 
meta-data (i.e., the graphic objects may take the form of colored bands, borders, 
or other colored indicia applied to the printed article for visible distinctiveness; 
see col. 7, lines 25-40) as the notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative 
of order, sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5). 

Regarding claim 20, Eisenberg "694 discloses a computer-readable 
medium having stored thereon an instruction set to be executed (a computer 
readable medium encoded with a computer program, col. 4, line 7), the 
instruction set (application program code, col. 6, line 49), when executed by a 
processor (12, fig. 1), causes the processor to: 



Application/Control Number: 10/714,775 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2625 

identify graphics image data (identifying the application program and/or a 
file associated with the article in design area 72 or a set of articles carried by a 
print sheet, col. 11, lines 18-20, fig. 12); 

identify image notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, 
sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) associated with the graphics 
image data (a file associated with the article in design area 72 or a set of articles 
carried by a print sheet, col. 1 1 , lines 1 8-20); 

print the graphics image data to a print area of a media object (i.e., printed 
articles such as flag or tab media can be printed with text and/or graphic objects 
specified by a user; see Abstract); 

Eisenberg '694 does not disclose printing the image notation data to an 
extension area of the media object. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the 
art as evidenced by Otsuki '658. In particular, Otsuki '658 teaches printing the 
image notation data to an extension area of the media object (i.e., printing can be 
performed on the printing medium in portions running out from an intended 
location, on the basis of an image set outside of the printing medium; see page 5, 
paragraph [0080], fig. 6). 

In view of the above, having the system of Eisenberg '694 and then given 
the well-established teaching of Otsuki '658, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
system of Eisenberg '694 as taught by Otsuki '658, since Otsuki '658 .stated on 
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page 1, paragraph [0004] that such a modification would attempt to record an 
image up to the upper and lower edges of printer paper without margins. 

Regarding claim 21, Eisenberg '694 discloses the computer-readable 
medium (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer program, col. 4, 
line 7), wherein the instruction set (application program code, col. 6, line 49), 
when executed by the processor (12, fig. 1), causes the processor to extract the 
image notation data from a header associated with the image graphics data (i.e., 
a window header 74 that provides information identifying the application program 
and/or a file associated with the article in design area 72 or a set of articles 
carried by a print sheet; see col. 11, lines 16-20, fig. 12). 

Regarding claim 22, Eisenberg '694 discloses the computer-readable 
medium (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer program, col. 4, 
line 7), wherein the instruction set (application program code, col. 6, line 49), 
when executed by the processor (12, fig. 1), causes the processor to identify 
user-provided image notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, 
sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5). 

Regarding claim 23, Eisenberg '694 discloses the computer-readable 
medium (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer program, col. 4, 
line 7), wherein the instruction set (application program code, col. 6, line 49), 
when executed by the processor (12, fig. 1), causes the processor to parse (i.e., 
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the flag or tab media are useful in marking and indexing applications; col. 3, lines 
3-5) at least one field of image meta-data to identify the notation data (i.e., the 
incorporation of particular text and/or graphic objects on the flag or tab media can 
enhance the desired communicative and organizational effects of the flag or tab 
media, conveying information indicative of order, sequence, or identification; see 
col. 3, lines 7-10). 

Regarding claim 24, Eisenberg f 694 discloses the computer-readable 
medium (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer program, col. 4, 
line 7), wherein the instruction set (application program code, col. 6, line 49), 
when executed by the processor (12, fig. 1), causes the processor to display to a 
user for selection as the notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of 
order, sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5) at least one field of 
parsed image meta-data (i.e., the graphic objects may take the form of colored 
bands, borders, or other colored indicia applied to the printed article for visible 
distinctiveness; see col. 7, lines 25-40). 

Regarding claim 25, Eisenberg '694 discloses the computer-readable 
medium (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer program, col. 4, 
line 7), wherein the instruction set (application program code, col. 6, line 49), 
when executed by the processor (12, fig. 1), causes the processor to receive 
from a user a selection (i.e., the user carries out the browse function to select a 
particular file representative of an object to be inserted into area 78; see col. 1 1 , 
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lines 48-49, fig. 12) of at least one field of parsed image meta-data (i.e., the 
graphic objects may take the form of colored bands, borders, or other colored 
indicia applied to the printed article for visible distinctiveness; see col. 7, lines 25- 
40) as the notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative of order, 
sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5). 

Regarding claim 26, Eisenberg '694 discloses an image printing system, 
comprising: 

Means (a computer readable medium, col. 4, line 7) for receiving image 
graphics data (the design of text and/or graphic imagery on printed articles such 
as flag or tab media, col. 2, lines 44-46); 

Means (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer program, 
col. 4, line 7) for identifying, via a graphics application, image notation data (i.e., 
conveying information indicative of order, sequence, or identification; see col. 3, 
lines 2-5) associated with the image graphics data (a file associated with the 
article in design area 72 or a set of articles carried by a print sheet, col. 1 1 , lines 
18-20); 

Means (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer program, 
col. 4, line 7) for printing the graphics image data to a print area of a media object 
(i.e., printed articles such as flag or tab media can be printed with text and/or 
graphic objects specified by a user; see Abstract); 

Means (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer program, 
col. 4, line 7), 
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Eisenberg '694 does not disclose for printing the image notation data to an 
extension area of the media object. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitation is well known in the art 
as evidenced by Otsuki '658. In particular, Otsuki '658 teaches for printing the 
image notation data to an extension area of the media object (i.e., printing can be 
performed on the printing medium in portions running out from an intended 
location, on the basis of an image set outside of the printing medium; see page 5, 
paragraph [0080], fig. 6). 

In view of the above, having the system of Eisenberg '694 and then given 
the well-established teaching of Otsuki '658, it would have! been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to modify the 
system of Eisenberg '694 as taught by Otsuki '658, since Otsuki '658 stated on 
page 1 , paragraph [0004] that such a modification would attempt to record an 
image up to the upper and lower edges of printer paper without margins. 

Regarding claim 27, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, further 
comprising means (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer 
program, col. 4, line 7) for extracting the image notation data from a header 
associated with the graphics image data (i.e., a window header 74 that provides 
information identifying the application program and/or a file associated with the 
article in design area 72 or a set of articles carried by a print sheet; see col. 1 1 , 
lines 16-20, fig. 12). 
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Regarding claim 28, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, further 
comprising means (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer 
program, col. 4, line 7) for receiving user-provided image notation data from a 
user (a software application that enables the end user to specify text and/or 
graphic objects to be printed on the article, col. 3, lines 23-25). 

Regarding claim 29, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system, further 
comprising means (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer 
program, col. 4, line 7) for presenting to a user for selection as the notation data 
(i.e., conveying information indicative of order, sequence, or identification; see 
col. 3, lines 2-5) at least one field of parsed image meta-data (i.e., the graphic 
objects may take the form of colored bands, borders, or other colored indicia 
applied to the printed article for visible distinctiveness; see col. 7, lines 25-40). 

Regarding claim 30, Eisenberg '694 discloses the system/further 
comprising means (a computer readable medium encoded with a computer 
program, col. 4, line 7) for receiving a selection from a user (i.e., the user carries 
out the browse function to select a particular file representative of an object to be 
inserted into area 78; col. 1 1 , lines 48-49) of at least one field of parsed image 
meta-data (i.e., the graphic objects may take the form of colored bands, borders, 
or other colored indicia applied to the printed article for visible distinctiveness; 
see col. 7, lines 25-40) as the notation data (i.e., conveying information indicative 
of order, sequence, or identification; see col. 3, lines 2-5). 
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5. Claims 2, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Eisenberg et al. (US 6,452,694) in view of Otsuki (US 2004/0212658), and 
further in view of McCarthy et al. (US 2004/0071922). 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Eisenberg '694 and Otsuki '658 
does not disclose the system, wherein the extension area of the media object 
comprises a removable tab. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitation is well known in the art 
as evidenced by McCarthy '922. In particular, McCarthy '922 teaches the 
system, wherein the extension area of the media object comprises a removable 
tab (i.e., the user would also remove the right hand margin 56 from the booklet 
section 60 and 62, as well as the upper margin portion 64 and the lower margin 
portion 66; see page 2, paragraph [0018], fig. 1). 

In view of the above, having the combination system of Eisenberg '694 
and Otsuki '658 and then given the well-established teaching of McCathy '922, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the combination system of Eisenberg '694 and 
Otsuki '658 as taught by McCathy '922, since McCathy '922 stated on page 1, 
paragraph [0004] that such a modification would ensure attempts have been 
made to create perforated sheets that can be printed in a local printer. 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Eisenberg '694 and Otsuki '658 
does not disclose the method, wherein printing the image notation data 
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comprises printing the image notation data to a removable tab of the media 
object. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitation is well known in the art 
as evidenced by McCarthy '922. In particular, McCarthy '922 teaches the 
method, wherein printing the image notation data (The instructions in the 
particular embodiment of FIG. 1 are printed on a right hand margin of the sheet, 
page 1, paragraph [0011]) comprises printing the image notation data to a 
removable tab of the media object (i.e., the user would also remove the right 
hand margin 56 from the booklet section 60 and 62, as well as the upper margin 
portion 64 and the lower margin portion 66; see page 2, paragraph [0018], fig. 1). 

In view of the above, having the combination system of Eisenberg '694 
and Otsuki '658 and then given the well-established teaching of McCathy '922, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the combination system of Eisenberg '694 and 
Otsuki '658 as taught by McCathy '922, since McCathy '922 stated on page 1, 
paragraph [0004] that such a modification would ensure attempts have been 
made to create perforated sheets that can be printed in a local printer. 

6. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eisenberg et al. (US 6,452,694) in view of Otsuki (US 2004/0212658), and further 
in view of Kinjo (US 2003/0067631). 
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Regarding claim 16, the combination of Eisenberg '694 and Otsuki '658 
does not disclose the method, wherein receiving image graphics data comprises 
receiving image graphics data via a memory card interface. 

However, the above-mentioned claimed limitations are well known in the 
art as evidenced by Kinjo '631. In particular, Kinjo '631 teaches the method, 
wherein receiving image graphics data comprises receiving image graphics data 
via a memory card interface (i.e., an IC memory card and a floppy disc, may be 
used for recording the graphic data and the edit command data; see page 12, 
paragraph [0152]). 

In view of the above, having the combination system of Eisenberg '694 

v. 

and Otsuki '658 and then given the well-established teaching of Kinjo '631, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the combination system of Eisenberg '694 and 
Otsuki '658 as taught by Kinjo '631, since Kinjo '631 stated on page 1, paragraph 
[001 1] that such a modification would allow the user to add any image, including 
characters, drawings, and a still video image, to an image of a photo picture 
frame. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ono (US 4,954,887) discloses apparatus for forming color graphic arts 
films for an original plate. 
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Minowa et al. (US 2004/0105126) discloses method of printing, program 
for realizing the same, recording medium apparatus for printing, printer driver, 
merchandise sales data processing device, and point of sale system. 

Kubo (US 2003/0231325) discloses image forming apparatus and image 
forming method. 

Drisko (US 4,718,784) discloses rating plate printing applaratus and 
method. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Allen H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
571-270-1229. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9:00 AM- 
6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, King Poon can be reached on (571)-272-7440. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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